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H 1469. 1

HOUSE BI LL 1955

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives N xon, Sullivan, Anderson, Kristiansen, Tom and
Ber key

Read first tinme 02/18/20083. Referred to Conmttee on Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to allowng the use of agricultural |ands not
currently being farmed as sites for recreational activities; and
anmendi ng RCW 36. 70A. 060 and 36. 70A. 177.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.70A. 060 and 1998 c 286 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each county that is required or chooses to plan under RCW
36. 70A. 040, and each city wthin such county, shall adopt devel opnent
regul ati ons on or before Septenmber 1, 1991, to assure the conservation
of agricultural, forest, and mneral resource |ands designated under
RCW 36. 70A. 170. Regul ati ons adopted under this subsection my not
prohibit uses legally existing on any parcel prior to their adoption
and shall remain in effect until the county or city adopts devel opnent
regul ati ons pursuant to RCW 36. 70A. 040. Such regul ations shall assure
that the use of l|ands adjacent to agricultural, forest, or mneral
resource lands shall not interfere with the continued use, in the
accust omed manner and in accordance with best nmanagenent practices, of
these designated lands for the production of food, agricultural
products, or tinber, or for the extraction of mnerals. Nothing in
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this chapter may be construed as preventing a county or city from
allowing aqgricultural lands that are not currently being used in

commercial production from being used for recreational activities,
including, but not limted to, playing fields for sports played on
grass, provided that no pernmanent structures are erected and no
substantial subsurface nodifications are perforned on the agricultural
land. "Substantial subsurface nodification" under this section neans
subsurface nodifications, such as the placenent of gravel drainage
fields, that would prevent the land from being used as agricultura
land in the future. Counties and cities shall require that all plats,
short plats, developnment permts, and building permts issued for
devel opnent activities on, or wthin five hundred feet of, |ands
designated as agricultural l|ands, forest |ands, or mneral resource
| ands, contain a notice that the subject property is within or near
desi gnated agricultural l|ands, forest |lands, or mneral resource |ands
on which a variety of commercial activities may occur that are not
conpatible wth residential devel opnent for certain periods of limted
duration. The notice for mneral resource | ands shall also informthat
an application mght be nmade for mning-related activities, including
m ni ng, extraction, washi ng, crushi ng, stockpi |I'i ng, bl asti ng,
transporting, and recycling of mnerals.

(2) Each county and city shall adopt devel opnment regul ati ons that
protect critical areas that are required to be designated under RCW
36. 70A. 170. For counties and cities that are required or choose to
pl an under RCW 36.70A. 040, such developnent regulations shall be
adopted on or before Septenber 1, 1991. For the remainder of the
counties and cities, such devel opnent regul ations shall be adopted on
or before March 1, 1992.

(3) Such counties and cities shall review these designations and
devel opnment regul ati ons when adopting their conprehensive plans under
RCW 36. 70A. 040 and inplenenting devel opnent regulations under RCW
36. 70A. 120 and may alter such designations and devel opnent regul ati ons
to insure consistency.

(4) Forest land and agricultural |land |ocated within urban growh
areas shall not be designated by a county or city as forest |and or
agricultural land of Ilong-term comercial significance under RCW
36. 70A. 170 unless the city or county has enacted a program aut hori zi ng
transfer or purchase of devel opnent rights.
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Sec. 2. RCW 36.70A.177 and 1997 c¢ 429 s 23 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A county or a city may use a variety of innovative zoning
techniques in areas designated as agricultural lands of long-term
commercial significance under RCW 36. 70A. 170. The innovative zoning

techni ques should be designed to conserve agricultural [|ands and
encourage the agricultural econony. A county or city should encourage
nonagricultural wuses to be limted to lands with poor soils or

ot herwi se not suitable for agricultural purposes.

(2) Innovative zoning techniques a county or city may consider
i nclude, but are not limted to:

(a) Agricultural zoning, which limts the density of devel opnent
and restricts or prohibits nonfarmuses of agricultural |and,

(b) Custer zoning, which allows new devel opnment on one portion of
the land, leaving the remainder in agricultural or open space uses;

(c) Large lot zoning, which establishes as a mninmum | ot size the
anount of |and necessary to achieve a successful farm ng practice;

(d) Quarter/quarter zoning, which permts one residential dwelling
on a one-acre mninmm/lot for each one-sixteenth of a section of |and;
and

(e) Sliding scale zoning, which allows the nunber of lots for
single-famly residential purposes with a mninumlot size of one acre
to increase inversely as the size of the total acreage increases.

(3) A county or city may permt agricultural lands that are not
currently being used in comercial production to be used for
recreational activities, including, but not limted to, playing fields
for sports played on grass, provided that no permanent structures are
erected and no substantial subsurface nodifications are perfornmed on
the agricultural |and. "Substantial subsurface nodification" under
this section neans subsurface nodifications, such as the placenent of
gravel drainage fields, that would prevent the land from being used as
agricultural land in the future.

~-- END ---
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